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Defining the Fiscal Social Contract
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Creating space for accountability actors
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Conceptualizing a Tax-Based Social Contract

•

•

•

•

•



Strengthening Fiscal Contracts

The past decade has witnessed enormous progress in strengthening the role of accountability actors 
through expert engagement and policy advocacy.  Until recently tax was not a central part of public 
debates.  That has visibly changed.

There has been less progress in fostering broad based and non-specialist “tax bargaining”, 
particularly around domestic tax questions.  Most work has remained either:

• “anti-tax”, focused on opposition to inequitable taxes, or taxes levied by unaccountable 
governments, or

• international tax focused, with emphasis on getting (multinational) corporations – and 
increasingly the most wealthy – to pay their fair share.

Less orientation around a broad based popular engagement around a domestic fiscal contract – a 
positive vision for tax systems that can mobilize popular support. But there may be openings



New Opportunities

Last summer saw mass protests against proposed tax reform in Kenya.  They 
protests were largely labelled “anti-tax”. But there was an opening for a “pro-fair, 
equitable, reciprocal tax” movement.

In Ghana a burgeoning project, led by the People’s Dialogue on Human Settlements, 
Market Associations and others aims to mobilize a “pro-fair, equitable, reciprocal 
tax” movement, focused on building a fairer property tax system that delivers 
visible benefits to citizens.

How can governments, funders and accountability actors themselves build upon 
success in building stronger advocacy movements to then foster broader 
engagement to build new fiscal contracts for development?
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https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/sites/default/files/resources/ATI%20Consultative%20Group%204%20-%202024-25%20Workplan.pdf
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/resource/ati-accountability-stakeholder-mapping
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/resource/ati-stocktaking-initiatives-and-tools-enhancing-accountability
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/resource/ati-stocktaking-initiatives-and-tools-enhancing-accountability
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/resource/pocket-guide-tax-expenditures-parliamentarians
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/event/ati-webinar-enhancing-tax-accountability-through-citizen-participation-and-education
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/event/ati-webinar-enhancing-tax-accountability-through-citizen-participation-and-education
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/sites/default/files/resources/Flyer%20SAIs%20ATI%20Webinar%20%28EN%29.pdf
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/sites/default/files/resources/Flyer%20SAIs%20ATI%20Webinar%20%28EN%29.pdf
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/sites/default/files/resources/Flyer%20ATI-IBP%20webinar%20Women%20Grassroots%20Organisations%2C%20EN.pdf
https://www.addistaxinitiative.net/sites/default/files/resources/Flyer%20ATI-IBP%20webinar%20Women%20Grassroots%20Organisations%2C%20EN.pdf
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