
Tax systems that work for people and advance the Sustainable Development Goals
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i.e. one that supports the redistribution of 
the national tax burden from lower income 
households to higher income households. 

• Bangladesh has a higher tax-free 
income threshold for female 
taxpayers

• Ecuador announced that women’s 
sanitary products were not subject 
to Value Added Tax (VAT)

• Pakistan, the government reduced 
the tax burden on women by 
reducing the tax payable on profits 
for women-owned enterprises

• Rwanda revised the structure of its 
income tax in 2022 to support low-
income earners,  consisting 
predominantly of women.

• Sierra Leone introduced an income 
tax credit of 6.5% on the PAYE of 
females employed in management 
positions

• Georgia and Rwanda –has 
measures exempting electric 
vehicles from import duties, while 
the Philippines gives tax 
exemptions for manufacturers, 
importers and buyers of electric 
vehicles.

• Madagascar – gives a 5% VAT 
reduction on butane gas to 
discourage use of firewood or 
charcoal

• Bangladesh introduced a new 
environmental surcharge for 
individuals owning multiple cars in 
2023, while the Gambia has levied 
a high tax on older vehicles to 
reduce emissions.

• The Maldives collects a green tax 
and a plastic bag fee
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